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3:26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who 

were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor 

Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 

promise.  

4:1 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a 

slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees 

until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under 

the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent 

his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we 

might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but 

God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.  

 

Every third Friday of the month, I go to a meeting right across the street at Valley 

Homebrew.  The guys and gals that I congregate with there all have one thing in common: we 

brew beer.  Those meetings are the monthly meetings of the Shenandoah Valley Homebrewers 

Guild, a group of people joined together around a common interest.  Through that group and one 

of the guys I met through it I found out about group of people that meets in Winchester with a 

slightly different shared interest: ultimate frisbee.  We get together to play a game that we all like 

and enjoy. 

You probably have some groups that you participate in, don’t you?  People whom you get 

together with whether its yearly or monthly or even more often than that because you share some 

common interest whatever it may be.  I know all of you have at least one group like that because 

it’s one I’m a part of too, this gathering of people called Shepherd of the Hills.   

Every week we come together, sometimes even more than once, so there must be some 

common interest which we all have that brings us here again and again.  So, what is it?  Last 

week, we started a journey through the chief teachings of the Bible.  And as we looked back to 

the very beginning of the human race we learned something that wasn’t all that fun to hear: the 

biblical doctrine of Original Sin.  The Bible teaches us that from the moment we are conceived 

by our sinful parents, every single one of us inherits a corrupted human nature that is enslaved to 

sin.  So there’s at least one thing that all of us have in common, we’re sinful people.  But I don’t 

think that’s really what brings us all together here.  Or, at least, not just that. 

There’s something else that we all have in common though.  All of us, because we are 

sinful people, deserve to die.  God’s plan, His one eternal thought, which we talked about last 

week is for us to live forever in perfect unity with Him; He as our God and we as His people.  

There is no room in that plan for sin or for sinful people who rebel against Him as their God.  So 

is that why we’re all here?  Is that the common thread that brought us together here this 



morning?  Because we’re all sinful people who deserve God’s wrath and punishment and have 

no rightful place in His perfect eternal plan.  Once again, I don’t think that’s it, or at least not just 

that.  If that was all we had in common or if that was the only thing we talked about here each 

Sunday morning I don’t think you’d keep coming back for very long, would you?  No, there 

must be something else, some other reason that brought us together here this morning. 

And I think that that reason—the common thread that this group of people is united 

around is the one we heard in the opening verse of our lesson from Galatians: In Christ Jesus 

you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ.  And then in the last verse of our text, God tells us, You are no 

longer slaves, but My children; and since you are My children, I have made you also heirs.  

Heirs, not of His wrath and punishment, but of His love and forgiveness and of an eternity in 

perfect unity with Him as our God and us as His people. 

That, really, is the thread that ties us all together.  We’re here to hear again and again that 

we have been set free from sin and the punishment of death, that we have been declared God’s 

children, and that we have been made heirs of eternal life.  We’re also here to hear once again, 

just how exactly we got to that point.  How did we get from being sinful people who deserve 

eternal death to being named children of God and given the gift of eternal life? 

The two doctrines of Scripture that show us how that happened are the Active and 

Passive obedience of Jesus.  Today, we’ll focus on the Active Obedience of Jesus, the perfect life 

that He actively lived in obedience to God as our substitute.  Next week, we’ll look at His 

Passive Obedience, how He humbly gave Himself over to endure the punishment for our sins. 

Last week we noted that when sin came into the picture, things changed.  Adam and Eve 

changed, the world we live in changed, human nature changed, but the one thing that didn’t 

change was God.  While sin threatened to derail that perfect thought He had had from eternity, 

God persevered.  No sooner had sin reared its ugly head, than God went to work to conquer sin 

and bring us back into His plan.  He gave that first gospel promise that we heard in our lesson 

from Genesis 3 in the words He spoke to the devil: I will put enmity between you and the 

woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike 

His heel (Ge 3:15). 

And then, as we heard in verses 4 and 5 of our lesson, when the set time had fully come, 

God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, 

that we might receive adoption to sonship.  What Paul really stresses in those verses isn’t the 

part of the Gospel that we usually think of first—that Jesus died on the cross to take away our 

sins—instead, he points us to Jesus’ relationship with the law.  It wasn’t by dying alone that 

Jesus would save us, but also, first, by living a life of perfect obedience to God’s law. 

That’s one of the main reasons that Jesus took on human flesh, so that He would be 

placed under God’s law.  By living as a human being accountable to God’s law, Jesus could then 

live a life of perfect obedience to the law which He could then credit to you.  This is what we call 

Jesus’ active obedience.  Everything that He said or thought or did over the course of His life 

was done to achieve righteousness for you.  In verse 27 we have that picture of Jesus clothing us 

with Himself, with His righteousness.  So maybe another way to think of this active obedience is 

that with every good thought, word, and deed that Jesus did, He was weaving another thread into 

the robe of righteousness that He would give to each of us at our baptism. 

So when we have a Gospel lesson like the one we had this morning where we see Jesus 

actively obeying God by turning aside the devil’s temptations, the lesson isn’t just, “you should 



be more like Jesus,” or, “here’s how we ought to respond to temptations.”  More importantly 

than that, what God shows us through those snapshots that we have of Jesus life is, “Look!  Here 

is your substitute.  Here is Jesus doing battle with the devil and winning.  Here is Jesus winning 

righteousness, and He’s winning it for you. 

What does that mean for you?  It means that when you fail in your obedience God’s law 

and you are sorry for those sins and you ask God for forgiveness, you can rejoice in the peace of 

forgiveness because you have seen and heard in the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life, the very 

righteousness that He clothes you with through the gospel.   

Pick whatever sin you want…  When we’ve hurt other people with our words, whether 

that’s words we speak to them or things say about them, and we recognize that sin and we’re 

sorry for it.  Then we can look to Jesus, who rather than joining in with His disciples when they 

were ridiculing that woman who anointed His feet with oil, stopped them and told them what a 

beautiful thing it was that she had done.  That righteousness of Jesus is the righteousness He 

credits to you.   

When we’ve hurt someone physically, and we acknowledge that sin and repent of it, then 

we can look to Jesus who brought comfort and healing to the people around Him and who, even 

as He was being arrested, told Peter to put his sword away.  That perfect obedience of Jesus to 

God’s fifth commandment is the perfect obedience He credits to you in the forgiveness He brings 

through the gospel. 

We could go through all 10 Commandments—everything God demands of us in His 

law—and we could come up with dozens of examples of how we’ve failed to keep them through 

our laziness, selfishness, disrespect, neglect, anger, greed, lust, and idolatry, and as we turn to 

God in repentance for every single one of those sins we can look to Jesus and find in Him a 

Savior who was tempted in every way, just as you and I have been, but who never sinned.  In 

everything He did and said and thought, Jesus remained the one to whom God could say, You 

are My Son, whom I love; with You I am well pleased (Lk 3:22).  That status of being God’s 

child, of being one whom God looks at and with whom He is well pleased, is the status that Jesus 

won for you and which He freely gives to you so that once again you can be His people and He 

can be your God.   

What is it that brings us together here each week?  What is it that we all have in 

common?  It’s our hunger and thirst to hear once again the news that while we are born under the 

condemnation of the law for our sins, we are saved by grace through Jesus.  Because when the 

time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those 

under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  When you come before the judgment 

throne of heaven you can claim what is yours by right.  You can claim the righteousness of Jesus, 

the righteousness He won with His perfect life for you. 

To Him be all the glory and honor and praise forever and ever. 

Amen. 


